
“The Mercy of God” 
Genesis 4:1-16 

1 Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the LORD I 

have brought forth a man.”  

2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.  

3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.  

4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel 

and his offering,  

5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?  

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to 

have you, but you must rule over it.” 

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel 

and killed him. 

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.  

11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 

hand.  

12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  

14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, 

and whoever finds me will kill me.” 

15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a 

mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him.  

16 So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

Reminder 1: Cain reminds us of humanity because just as Cain talked to God but did not live righteously, 
people today talk to God but do not live righteously.   

1 Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help 
of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, 
and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to 
the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD 
looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain 



was very angry, and his face was downcast. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 

Romans 3:10 (NIV) –  As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 

Reminder 2: Abel reminds us of Christ because just as Abel’s innocent blood was shed because Cain lived in 
sin, Jesus’ innocent blood was shed because of our sin.  

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked 
his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t 
know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your 
brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 

1 Peter 3:18 (NIV) – For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. 

Reminder 3: Even though Cain sinned and received consequences, God showed Cain mercy. In the same way, 
just as we have sinned and there are consequences, God still shows us His mercy through Jesus Christ.  

11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a 
restless wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today 
you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on 
the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain 
will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him 
would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

1 Peter 1:3 (NASB) – Blessed the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

Titus 3:3-5 (NIV) – 3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He saved us  through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit . . .  

1 Timothy 1:13-16 (NIV) – 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I 
was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But 
for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 

Reminder 4: Just as God showed us His mercy, He wants us to show His mercy to others.   

Luke 6:36 (NIV) –Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 


