
How Do We Respond to the Gospel Message?  
Acts 4:12 (NIV) – 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other Name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved. 
1 Corinthians 6:11 (NIV) - But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
The ministry of ____________________ sets the biblical pattern for how people are to respond to the gospel 
message. The biblical pattern is faith (in the coming Christ), repentance, confession, baptism, and receiving the 
(coming) Spirit.  
Mark 1:4-5, 7-8 (NIV) 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized 
by him in the Jordan River. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (See 
also Matthew 3:1-12 and Luke 3:1-18) 

Acts 19:1-6 (NASB) – 1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to 
Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, 
“No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, 
“Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.  

__________________ spoke of the importance of faith, repentance, confession, baptism, and receiving the Spirit.  
John 6:40 (NASB) –  40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal 
life. (see also John 8:24).  

Luke 24:46-47 (NASB) – 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the 
third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations. (see also Mark 1:14-
15, Luke 5:32, 13:5).  

Matthew 10:32-33 (NASB) – 32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who 
is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB) – 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit,	20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. (See also John 3:22-26, 4:1-3).  

Acts 1:4-5, 8 (NASB) – 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 
had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

____________________ told people to believe, repent, be baptized, call upon the Lord, and receive the Spirit.  
Acts 2:21, 37-38, 40-41, 44 (NIV) –	21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 37 When the people heard 
this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.	40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 44 All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 

Acts 3:19 (NIV) – 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (See also Acts 5:31; 1 Peter 1:8-9; 2 Peter 
3:9) 

Acts 10:43-48 & 11:18 (NIV) – 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of 
their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 11:18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to 
Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 



1 Peter 3:21 (RSV) – 21 Baptism . . . now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

When ___________________________ responded to the gospel, they believed, were baptized, and received the 
Spirit through the laying on of hands. 
Acts 8:5, 12, 14-17 (NASB) – 5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 12 But when they 
believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men 
and women alike. 14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter 
and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of 
them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were 
receiving the Holy Spirit.  

__________________ response to the gospel of Christ, we are told He believed, repented, was baptized, was 
instructed to call upon Christ’s Name and instructed to receive the Holy Spirit (through the laying on of hands).  
2 Timothy 1:12 (NIV) – I know Whom I have believed. 

Galatians 1:21-24 (NIV) – 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in 
Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 
24 And they praised God because of me. 

Acts 9:17-18 (NIV) – 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he 
got up and was baptized. 

Acts 22:16 (NIV) – And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his Name. 

_________________________ told people to believe, repent, confess, be baptized, and receive the Spirit.  
2 Corinthians 7:10 (MEV) – Godly sorrow produces repentance that leads to salvation. (See Acts 17:30-31). 

Romans 10:9-10, 13 (HCSB) – 9 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, 
resulting in salvation. 13 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Acts 19:1-6 (NASB) – 1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to 
Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, 
“No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And they said, 
“Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was 
coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.  

Romans 6:1-7 (NIV) – 1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin. (See also Colossians 2:11-3 & Galatians 3:26-28). 

John’s Gospel does not emphasize faith ___________, but faith _________, faith ___________________, Christ  

as ______________________ faith (as opposed to faith in the many Greek and Roman gods), and faith as  
_______________________.  

Paul emphasized his gospel preaching ministry over officiating baptisms, not because baptism is not necessary  
for forgiveness but, because gospel preaching ______________________________.  

The salvation of the thief on the cross is the ___________________, not the __________ (per the New Testament).  

Faith, repentance, confession, & baptism are _________________. The ________________________ is the 
effective cause of salvation. 

 


