
Thinking Christianly 
about the Past, Present & 

Future       

Part 2: Millennium Now 



CREATION   
Big Bang 
Quantum Theory 
7 Days: Science v Bible? 
How to Interpret the 
Bible? 

  

   CHOSEN 
PEOPLE 
Trials of Wandering 

Birth of a Nation 
Priesthood & Temple 
Devt of Culture 
Poetry & Music 
Governance & Wealth 
Tests of Faithfulness 

CHRIST 
EVENT 
CRUX OF HISTORY 
Incarnation – Emmanuel 
Prep for Ministry, 
Calling of 12 
Parables and Healing 
Opposition & plotting 
Crucifixion 
Empty Tomb 

CHURCH AGE 
Gift of  Holy Spirit    
Gospel preached 
Growth of Church 
Martyrdom 
Jerusalem to Rome 
 
 
 

2nd 
COMING 
EVERY EYE WILL SEE 
CHRIST - are we 
ready? 

Eternal dwelling of 
humanity with God – 
WORSHIP GOD -
Maranatha 
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Millennium Now 

• The Millennium is earthly reality of Christ’s rule.  
• Not just a spiritual rule. 
• Millennium hijacked by many 
• Begins with Scripture, Rev 20:1-10 



Have we avoided talk about the Millennium? 

• We have shied away from talking about the Millennium 
because: 
• We do not want to be accused as False Prophets. 
• We do not want to mislead. 
•  It inevitably leads to the question ‘When?’ 
• We do not want to be ridiculed if wrong. 
• We do not want to deviate from orthodoxy / Scripture. 
 
 



Facts of the Millennium 

•  Based on Rev 20: 3,4,5,6,7. 
•  Greek “xilian/os/a etae.” 
•  Four Main Views: 
•  - Historic Premillennialism 
•  - Dispensational Premillennialism 
•  - Postmillennialism 
•  - Amillennialism 



Historic Premillennialism 

• George Eldon Ladd - historic premillennialism - 
the Kingdom of God is now. The Return of Christ, 
Rapture, One Thousand Year Earthly Rule with 
Temple sacrifice and worship, and final judgment 
are all future. 
 



Dispensational Premillennialism 

• Herman A. Hoyt - dispensational premillennialism - 
strictly literal with events in this order: Rapture of 
Church, Seven year rule of Antichrist, Return of 
Christ, 1,000 year Earthly Reign including resumption 
of Temple Worship, Final Judgment, Heavenly 
Kingdom with all believers. We are somewhere in the 
approach to End Times depending upon 
interpretation of Revelation. 



Postmillennialism 

• Loraine Boettner - postmillennialism - KOG is 
spiritual entity, millennium is Golden Age on earth 
w unprecedented spread of Gospel, after which 
Christ returns. Heavenly rule is already present. 

 
 



Amillennialism 

• Anthony A. Hoekema - amillennialism - Church is 
fulfillment of the KOG and rule of Christ on earth, 
millennium began w the resurrection of Christ, 
we will meet with Christ in the air when He 
returns and judge the world. Heavenly Kingdom 
follows.  

 
 



Questions: 

•  Is the vision of Revelation specific  or general? 
• Who is the beast (19:20) and what is the mark of the 

Beast (v4)? 
• A literal thousand years (v3ff)? 
• What is Babylon (18:21)? 
• What is the Abyss (v3)? 
•  Is the seventieth week of Daniel relevant (Dan 9:24 - 27)? 
• Does Daniel speak to the end of all times? 

 



Revelation 20:1-10 

• already fulfilled,  
• or partially fulfilled,  
• or yet to be fulfilled?  

 



Rev 20:1-3 

• Dragon flung by an angel into the Abyss (bottomless 
pit) - its original haunt (connection to the serpent 
cursed in Gen 3? - like a gin or genie in a bottle) for a 
thousand years. Thus the Millennium depends upon 
the divine restraint of evil. Satan restrained: 

 
• Already Fulfilled, Partly Fulfilled, Yet to be Fulfilled? 
 



Rev 20:4-6 

• Thrones of judgment cf Dan 7:9,10,22; 
• Martyrs resurrected to reign with Christ. 
•  In Heb tradition 7th day of creation (Gn 2:2) = 1,000 
years of Ps 90:4. 
• Does this refer to Mt 19:28?  
• Did the martyred saints, such as the prophets, share 
in the first resurrection of Christ? 



Rev 20:7-10 

• Thousand years rule completed 
• Satan released and gathering forces for a final 
battle (Gog and Magog - Ezekiel 38-39, e.g. 38:2, 
14ff, 39:11f - seven months to bury all the dead!) 
• Fire consumes the Satanic forces Eze 38:22 
• Satan thrown into hell  



MILLENNIUM and Contemporary events 

• Nation of Israel 1948 
• 1967 Six Days War 
• 1999-2017 ISIS  
• 2017 - US Embassy to move to Jerusalem 
• 2018 - Saudi Prince says Israel can coexist w Palestine 
•  Iraqis have visions of Christ and become Christians 
• Possibility of POTUS as Antichrist 

 



Millennium Scenarios 

• Scenario One: Rev 20:1-6 began when Jesus rose 
from the dead (thus a figurative Millennium). 

• Scenario Two: Rev 20:1-6 is all future i.e. the 
Millennium is yet to come. 

• Scenario Three: Rev 20:1-6 took place after the 
resurrection of Christ and continues to the present. 
 



Weighing the facts …. 

•  Satan bound - spiritually, yes. Literally - perhaps, but 
what then of evil?  
• Has the first resurrection taken place? - Yes. 
• Does Christ reign now? In heaven - Yes. 
• Has Satan been loosed/ unleashed upon the earth? - No. 
• Has the final battle of Gog and Magog taken place? - No. 
• Has final judgment taken place? - No 



What if we insist on being ardent literalists? 

• Revelation is a strict chronological 
account of everything that will take 
place 



Pure Imagery 

• What if we take the view that 
Revelation is pure imagery used to 
conjure up a feel of urgency for the End 
Times where nothing is literally true? 



Both scenarios lead to one practical 
conclusion: 

 

•     Millennium Now 



Millennial Rule and Me 

• We either live Millennium Now, or are 
preparing for Millennium Soon. 


