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Chapters 13 & 14



Genesis 1:26-31
26 Then God said, “Let Us make mankind in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the livestock and 
over all the earth, and over every crawling thing that crawls on the earth.” 27 So God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, 
and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding 
seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to every animal of the earth and to every bird of the sky 
and to everything that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for 
food”; and it was so. 31 And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.



“Humanity’s ability, desire, and calling to rule is inextricably tied to 
God.  It is rule that has come from him, is designed to be done 
through him, and must be done in obedience to him.  This means 
that to rule as God’s image bearer is to represent the heart and 
will of God on earth.”

Paul David Tripp p. 239
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Genesis 3:17-19
17
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you;

through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.

18
It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.
19
By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken;
for dust you are and to dust you will return.”



Ecclesiastes 2:21-23 

21 When there is a person who has labored with wisdom, knowledge, and 
skill, and then gives his legacy to one who has not labored for it; this too is 
futility and a great evil. 22 For what does a person get in all his labor and in 
his striving with which he labors under the sun? 23 Because all his days his 
activity is painful and irritating; even at night his mind does not rest. This too 
is futility.



Isaiah 11
11 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,
And a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.

2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him,
The spirit of wisdom and understanding,
The spirit of counsel and strength,
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3And He will delight in the fear of the LORD,
And He will not judge by what His eyes see,
Nor make decisions by what His ears hear;

4But with righteousness He will judge the poor,
And decide with fairness for the humble of the earth;
And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

5Also righteousness will be the belt around His hips,
And faithfulness the belt around His waist.

6And the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
And the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
And the calf and the young lion and the fattened 
steer will be together; And a little boy will lead them.

7Also the cow and the bear will graze,
Their young will lie down together,
And the lion will eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra,
And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s 
den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain,
For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
As the waters cover the sea.
10 Then on that day
The nations will resort to the root of Jesse,
Who will stand as a signal flag for the peoples;
And His resting place will be glorious.



“On earth, in the flesh, Jesus stands before us as the ultimate 
image bearer. In him the image is not dented or damaged in any 
way.  In him we see God’s image in perfect expression in every 
decision, every word, every thought, every desire, and every 
aspect of his character, all spotlessly righteous. It is an amazing, 
important, and life-changing thing to behold.”

• Paul David Tripp p. 261



Genesis 5

5 This is the book of the generations of Adam. On the day when God 
created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created 
them male and female, and He blessed them and named them 
“mankind” on the day when they were created.
3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, 
according to his image, and named him Seth.



John 3:1-6
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this man 
came to Jesus at night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a 
teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
responded and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless someone is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a person be born when he is old? He cannot enter his 
mother’s womb a second time and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 That which has been born of the flesh is flesh, and that which has been born of the Spirit is 
spirit.



1 Corinthians 15:42-49
42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, 
it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written: “The first MAN, 
Adam, BECAME A LIVING PERSON.” The last Adam was a life-giving 
spirit. 46However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the 
spiritual. 47The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is 
from heaven. 48As is the earthy one, so also are those who are 
earthy; and as is the heavenly one, so also are those who are 
heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will 
also bear the image of the heavenly.



Revelation 21:5-7

5 And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
And He *said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then He said to 
me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 
will give water to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life, 
without cost. 7 The one who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be 
his God and he will be My son.



58 Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, 
immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

1Corinthians 15:58



Reflection Questions

1. What labor overflows from you?
2. What keeps you from laboring in vain?
3. What can we do to remain firm and immovable? 


