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• 15-18 We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and 
see God’s original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely everything, 
above and below, visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got 
started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into 
existence and holds it all together right up to this moment. (MSG)



He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
For by (or, in) him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 

And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
(ESV)



LAMININ:  THE GLUE HOLDING TOGETHER THE 
37.2 TRILLION CELLS IN YOUR BODY





He is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together.  
(ESV)



And he is the head of the body, the church.  (ESV, NIV)

And when it comes to the church, he organizes and holds it 
together, like a head does a body. (MSG)



He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent (ESV) / he might have 
the supremacy. (NIV)

He was supreme in the beginning and – leading the resurrection 
parade – he is supreme in the end. (MSG)



(MSG)

From beginning to end he’s there, towering far above everything, everyone. So spacious is 
he, so roomy, that everything of God finds its proper place in him without crowding. 

Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and 
things, animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, 
all because of his death, his blood that poured down from the cross.





And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, (ESV)

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical 

body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation— (NIV)



(SEE HANDOUT)





if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard (ESV)

if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not 
move from the hope held out in the gospel.  (NIV)



HOW? 

• Awareness of my need for God’s forgiveness of sin (Confession & Repentance)

• Scripture to understand who God is

• Prayer throughout the day, communing/communicating with Him

• Community that challenges us to grow by their example

• Opportunities to Take Risks with God, specifically in proclaiming Christ and inviting 
others to know and accept Him



HOW ELSE? 

• Breath prayer 

• Slowing down (Margin)

• Silence, stillness

• Care for my Body (Exercise)

• Play



EVEN MORE!

• Trusting God 

• Worship

• Embracing joy, pleasure, delight!

• Sleep/rest

• Co-creating with God





This is the gospel that you heard and that has 
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 

and of which I, Paul, have become a servant / 
minister.



24-25 I want you to know how glad I am that it’s me 
sitting here in this jail and not you. There’s a lot of 
suffering to be entered into in this world—the kind of 
suffering Christ takes on. 



I welcome the chance to take my share in the church’s part of that 

suffering. When I became a servant in this church, I experienced this 

suffering as a sheer gift, God’s way of helping me serve you, laying 

out the whole truth. (MSG)



Of which I became a minister [servant] according to the stewardship from God that 
was given to me for you [commission]… 

to MAKE THE WORD OF GOD FULLY KNOWN… 

the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints.



To them God chose to make known how great 

among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is 

Christ In You, 

the hope of glory. 



• 26-29 This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it’s out in the open. God 
wanted everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and glorious secret inside and 
out, regardless of their background, regardless of their religious standing. The mystery in a 
nutshell is just this: 

Christ is in you, 

so therefore you can look forward to 

sharing in God’s glory. 





It’s that simple. That is the substance of our Message. We preach Christ, 
warning people not to add to the Message. We teach in a spirit of profound 
common sense so that we can bring each person to maturity. 

To be mature is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less. That’s 

what I’m working so hard at day after day, year after year, doing my best 
with the energy God so generously gives me. (MSG)



Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we 
may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. (ESV)

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously 
contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. (NIV)
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Jesus…
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Jesus…


