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Location: Jerusalem
Occasion: Last Supper, the night before the Passover

The Background and Setting (John 13: 1-3)



“And there arose also a dispute among them 
(disciples) as to which one of them was regarded to 
be the greatest.” (Luke 22:24; 9:46) 

“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve.” (Matthew 20:28) 

Reasons For His Actions
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• Strong direction - “His hour has come that he should depart 
out of this world.” (John 13:1)

• Strong authority - “ The Father had given all things into His 
hands.” (John 13:3)

• Strong identity - “He had come forth from God, and was going 
back to God.” (John 13:3)

• Strong Direction + Authority + Identity = Genuine Security

True servants demonstrate inner strength
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Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. 

True servants serve imperfect people
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“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Luke 14:11; Matthew 23:12

The Greek word for humility (tapeinos) means “low” or “to 
stoop low” 

True servants don’t put their service on display
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What does it mean to wash the feet of a disciple today?

“Who is like the Lord our God, the One who sits enthroned 
on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the 
earth? He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the 
needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes, with 
the princes of their people.”

Psalm 113: 5-8 (NIV-1984)

True servants meet other people’s needs


