
Waiting with 
Simeon

Luke 2: 21-35



Prologue



”Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and 
he will clear the way before Me.  And the Lord, 
whom you seek, will suddenly come to His 
temple.”

Malachi 3:1



400 years later…





•Prologue: 
Malachi 3:1

•Act 1: The Setting
Luke 2:21-24

•Act 2: The Meeting
Luke 2: 25 – 29

•Act 3: The Prediction
Luke 2: 30-35



Act I: The Setting



”And when eight days passed before His circumcision, His name was 
then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was 
conceived in the womb.  And when the days for their purification 
according to the law of Moses was completed, they brought Him up 
to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called 
Holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what was 
said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO 
YOUNG PIGEONS.”

Luke 2: 21 - 24
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”When the days of her purification are completed, for a son or for a 
daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting a one year old lamb for a burnt offering and a young 
pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering.” 

Leviticus 12: 6



”But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtle doves 
or two young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for 
a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she 
will be clean.” 

Leviticus 12: 8



”Thus you are to be holy to Me for I the Lord am holy; and I have set 
you apart from the peoples to be Mine.”

Leviticus 20: 26



”And when eight days passed before His circumcision, His name 
was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was 
conceived in the womb.  And when the days for their purification 
according to the law of Moses was completed, they brought Him up 
to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law 
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be 
called Holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
was said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR 
TWO YOUNG PIGEONS.”
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Act II: The 
Meeting



And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and 
this man was righteous and devout,  looking for the consolation of 
Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple; 

And when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for 
Him the custom of the Law, 

Then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  “Now 
Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 
According to Your word.”

Luke 2: 25-29



And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and 
this man was righteous and devout,  looking for the consolation of 
Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple; 

And when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for 
Him the custom of the Law, 

Then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  “Now 
Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 
According to Your word.”

Luke 2: 25-29





And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and 
this man was righteous and devout,  looking for the consolation of 
Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple; 

And when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for 
Him the custom of the Law, 

Then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  “Now 
Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, 
According to Your word.”

Luke 2: 25-29



Song of Simeon
“Nunc Dimittis”

“Now Lord, You are releasing 
Your bond-servant to depart in 
peace, According to Your word.”

Luke 2: 29



Act III: The 
Prediction



“For my eyes have seen Your salvation,

Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES,

And the glory of Your people Israel.”

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were 
being said about him.  

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother,

“Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in 
Israel, and for a sign to be opposed – and a sword will pierce even 
your own soul – to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.”

Luke 2:30-35
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The LORD has made known His salvation; 
He has revealed His righteousness in the 
sight of the nations.

Psalm 98: 2

... I will appoint you as a covenant to the 
people, As a light to the nations...

Isaiah 42:6

...The LORD has bared his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations; That all the ends of the 
earth may see the salvation of our God..

Isaiah 52:10

For my eyes have seen Your salvation,

Which You have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES,

And the glory of Your people Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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