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Wonderful to 
be here with you





When in Exile
Jeremiah 29:1-14









1. This is the text of the letter that the 
prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem 
to the surviving elders among the exiles 
and to the priests, the prophets and all 
the other people Nebuchadnezzar had 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.



2 (This was after King Jehoiachin[a] and 
the queen mother, the court officials and 
the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the 
skilled workers and the artisans had gone 
into exile from Jerusalem.)

a. Jeremiah 29:2 Hebrew Jeconiah, a variant of Jehoiachin

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search%3DJeremiah%2B29%253A1-14%26version%3DNIV%23fen-NIV-19638a&sa=D&ust=1547934080896000&usg=AFQjCNHN5bpETB0hlumBM51BurwNEQpkdg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search%3DJeremiah%2B29%253A1-14%26version%3DNIV%23en-NIV-19638&sa=D&ust=1547934080897000&usg=AFQjCNFpPf5h9QwoSgiI37nsTw6XOU-d9Q




14 He carried all Jerusalem into exile: all the officers and fighting men,and 
all the skilled workers and artisans—a total of ten thousand. Only the 
poorest people of the land were left. 

(2 Kings 24:14)



 3 He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of 
Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, 
whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King 
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said:



4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God 
of Israel, says to all those I carried into 

exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:



5 “Build houses and settle down; 

plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 



6 Marry and have sons and daughters; 

find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, 

so that they too may have sons and 
daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not 
decrease. 



7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.”



 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners 
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams 
you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” 
declares the Lord.



10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy 
years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 

you, and I will fulfill to you my promise 
and bring you back to this place. 



11 For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare[b] and 

not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search%3DJeremiah%2B29%253A1-14%26version%3DESV%23fen-ESV-19647b&sa=D&ust=1547934082411000&usg=AFQjCNE0Bj4B1BdI1DsM_IaaF9wNiwQCFA


12 Then you will call upon me and come 
and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You 
will seek me and find me, when you seek 

me with all your heart. 



14 I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will 
restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 

nations and all the places where I have driven you, 
declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the 

place from which I sent you into exile.





Whom I have sent / carried / where I have driven you
V 4, 14

(“by the rivers of Babylon, we wept, remembering Zion…” 

how can we sing the songs of the Lord in a strange land? 

Psalm 137)

God takes responsibility.



Clear directives... 5 Build houses and live in them; 

plant gardens and eat their produce. 

6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; 

take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; 

multiply there, and do not decrease.

Refreshing…

... yet challenging!

Adapt. 

Embrace your new reality. 

Put down roots. 

Prepare for the long haul. This is going to span your life.



<funny alternatives>

Remain renters, and don’t put down any roots.

Only grow indoor potted plants, and eat prepackaged salads 
from Trader Joe’s.

Stay single, and certainly don’t have children.

If you do, forbid them from ever getting married.



7 But seek the welfare of the city 

where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, 

for in its welfare you will find your welfare.



- Radical given what exile typically entails
- Often heard in Psalms - to pray for the peace of Jerusalem - but now that Jerusalem’s doom 

was sealed - the exiles were directed to pray for Babylon. (Coogan, 373)

- Shalom!
- Was Babylonian exile any better? Kind of sort of. 

- Not under the Assyrians or the Persians
- Strong and skilled taken and allowed to contribute to Babylonian society

- Mostly, can you believe our God is THAT gracious? That even his people in 
exile could possibly be sent there to BLESS and not curse?!

Seek the welfare / peace and prosperity / of the city



A Call to Civic Engagement: How?
- “Be where your feet are”
- “Own” it - BUY IN - decide to be committed to the place where you are...and LIVE there!

“Divine appointments” - one-off interactions where we express care, empathy, 
generosity, kindness, forgiveness to others - where our character shines Christ -- 
and our words convey his grace and his truth

Pursuing shalom together - as a community of faith, as churches & 
organizations

(Foster the Bay / TBC / Westgate’s Beautiful Day) 

→ OVCC’s Mobile Pack! Missions trips to Baja! Going up to Paradise)



What is God really saying? 

Vs deceivers/dream interpreters 

Jeremiah a minority voice 

// my own process this fall… who do I listen to? What inputs do I take in? What is 
GOD really saying?

A Call to Discernment



It won’t last forever… but it will be a long time
- Not permanent … 
- Eventual fulfillment of promise for return, restoration

V 10 



HE’s got a PLAN! 
(Thank God, SOMEBODY has a plan)

Welfare

Future

Hope

(x evil)

V 11



What’s the invitation?
Obey God’s directives ...and you’ll find many good things in his plans for you

V 12 - Intimacy in communication with God

V 13 - you’ll find God! After seeking w all your heart!

V 14 - restoration of fortunes

V 14 - gathering back to original place





Do you resonate with this chapter?
(it’s ok if you don’t)

(does your present WORK situation, does a certain RELATIONSHIP feel stuck in 
a place that you don’t want it to be in? In your FAMILY DYNAMICS are there 
repeated patterns, a history of development that make it feel so far from the 
‘home’ you would like to have?)

This is one particular moment in the greater biblical narrative/the story of God







If you’re in a situation that feels like Exile
- Examine the root cause (they were being punished for sin -- idolatry, 

apostasy, too localized/land-centric view of God)
- Repent

- Don’t worry, it won’t last forever (25:12, 30:2-3, Daniel)
- But DO obey the clear directives God might be putting before you so you can 

continue forward -- and prosper/flourish/thrive



If you’re NOT
Keep reading the Bible broadly to see where you might resonate at this particular 
moment… study that.



From Eden, from heaven… waiting to be restored, brought back to GOD…

Wherever we are, however we feel about it -- we have to live, settle down, put 
down roots. We are called to pray for the cities we live in (all over this region). 

In many ways, we’re ALL in a state of exile...



“Through the affliction of captivity, Israel would 
be prepared for a brighter future” (Pfeiffer, 420) 

“Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an 
extraordinary destiny” (CS Lewis)



Back to Harry, Larry, and Mary





“It’s okay to be homeless, rootless, for a while. It’s okay to not 
have a thirty-year plan. But Christ-followers should be a gift to 
their neighborhood, and a church should be a gift to its city.” 
(Alan Briggs, 17)



Psalm 84:6 (NIV, ESV)

6 As they pass through the Valley of 

Baka, they make it a place of springs; 

the early rain also covers it with pools.
Psalm 84:6 Or blessings

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search%3DPsalm%2B84%253A6%26version%3DNIV%23en-NIV-15266&sa=D&ust=1547934084324000&usg=AFQjCNH84NTYYiMLQIPXBRjonfNRoF7nCg

