Lazarus Alive:
A Threat to Power

The Dangerous Implications of
Being Alive Again



Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across

the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he

has been there four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. 421 knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the

people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”



The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them
went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the
Sanhedrin.

“"What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will

believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”

49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize

that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not
only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on
they plotted to take his life.

54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew to a region near the

wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples.

55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing
before the Passover. 56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they asked one another, "What do you
think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at all?” 57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out

where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.
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The Death of Lazarus

1 1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the

Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) s So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it.” s Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ¢So when he
heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

"But Rabbi,” they said, "a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world's light. 101t is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they
have no light.”

+wAfter he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
12His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 1sJesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

1450 then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 1sand for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

+6Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus

+70n his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. s Now Bethany was less than two milesrs) from Jerusalem, wand many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort
them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

2"Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. z But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

2 Martha answered, T know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

2sJesus said to her, "1 am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me willlive, even though they die; zsand whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
*Yes, Lord,” she replied, "I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

asAfter she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” »When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. sNow Jesus
had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. s When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out,
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. s#"Where have you laid him?” he asked.
"Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

asJesus wept.

a8 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
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The Death of Lazarus
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had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. s When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out,
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
38When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. s"Where have you laid him?" he asked.
"Come and see, Lord," they replied.

35Jesus wept.

s6Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!”

3 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

37 But some of them said, “"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 "Take away the stone,”
he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 421 knew that you
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went
to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will
believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”

49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it
is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not
only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on
they plotted to take his life.

54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew to a region near the wilderness,
to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples.

55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing
before the Passover. 56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they asked one another, *"What do you
think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at all?” 57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out
where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.
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43 When he had said this, Jesus called
in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!”
44 The dead man came out, his hands
and feet wrapped with strips of linen,

and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave

clothes and let him go.”
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“Healing blind people was
one thing; but raising the
dead, and doing so publicly
where a lot of people could
scurry back to Jerusalem and
tell their friends about it --
this was too much.” (86)



The Plot To Kill Jesus

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit

Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
[SYMPATHETIC SEEKERS — BELIEVERS]

46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them
what Jesus had done. [TATTLE-TALES!]



47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees

called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

DEATH

by Meeting

“"What are we accomplishing?” they asked.

“Here is this man performing many signs.

48 If we let him go on like this, everyone
will believe in him, and then the Romans*
will come and take away both our temple and

PATRICK LENCIONI

our nation.”

[THEY FEEL FEARFUL & THREATENED]



49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not
understand that it is better for you to have one man die for

the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.”

[Yet CAIAPHAS is the one who does not know he’s
uttering prophetic truth:

Jesus will be that so-called "sacrificial lamb” for the

nation’s preservation!]




51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest
that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
Jewish nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but to

gather into one the dispersed children of God.

53 So from that day on they planned to put him to
death.
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55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover,
many went up from the country to Jerusalem for
their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover.

56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood
in the temple courts they asked one another, "What
do you think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at
all?”

57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given
orders that anyone who found out where Jesus was
should report it so that they might arrest him.
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Surviving Cancer, Finding New Purpose




“Scripture tells of nine people

NG
I N

who were granted bonus time.

The best known was Lazarus. ”’

1g Cancer, Finding New Purpose

BONUS

Pg 117 (references on 189)
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Surviving Cancer, Finding New Purpose

Three weeks later, despite a “dead or
alive” bounty being placed on Jesus’
head by religious leaders, Lazarus
boldly invited his healer to a
celebratory dinner. So visible was
Lazarus’ identification with Jesus
that a decision was made to Kkill
them both. (117)



1 Dangerous Implication of Being Alive Again:

you could get killed again

John 12, V 9-11

“When the great crowd of the Jews
learned that he was there, they came not
only because of Jesus but also to see
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the
dead. So the chief priests planned to
put Lazarus to death as well, since it
was on account of him that many of the
Jews were deserting and were believing
in Jesus.”

verse 17-19

“So the crowd that had been with
him when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the
dead continued to testify...

The Pharisees then said to one
another, “You see, you can do
nothing. Look, the world has gone
after him!”
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Surviving Cancer, Finding New Purpose

(Don’t worry: he didn’t)

What became of Lazarus?

Greek Orthodox tradition believes he was 30
when he died the first time.

Fled to Cyprus to escape persecution.

Became a priest of Jesus Christ for 30 more
years.

Died 2nd time at 60.



How do you APPLY this message?

You're probably not a Perceived Threat to the
Established Order like

MLK, Gandhi, JFK, Jesus

(Politics of Envy?)



€he New Hork Eimes

Rauvi Zacharias, Preacher Who Used
Reason to Defend Faith, Dies at 74

The influential evangelist sought to “connect the gospel with the

life of the mind.”




ﬂ L0G IN | SUBS(RIEE

ITIONS OUR LATEST THE MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBE Q

International Research Dally Ertefing

Died: Joyce Lin, Missionary
Pilot Transporting Coronavirus

QUppllcs i, s s B8 9501 s KR

he Amer shed just months a started flying ndones

DANIEL SILLINAN







 lexington
Reservoir

» James J,
lenthan Dam




Caring Uncle Doug.

Highligh
1950 bor
Family moved !
1968 gridua
Attended DEA

Served 4

(echnician on U

1973 o

Warked 3¢

)

*
* patrolie!

cars in Viet!

979 joired the Sank:
o

with miece sad acpher

(s of Doug's Life

i Uklah, CA-
o San Jose,
sod from Lynbrook !
nza COllEES

CA

Cupert

parn 0% & SO0

Kol
~Jara Count
warked i 1

Substa
2 Mosntaios 4

ino, CA-

it
Navy

y Shenfs
o it Al

in Samtogh- A
ntil 1986

{
g o [d'l\‘

ot Tie i b b
SR

0 Al g e

4 G
emyet £t vl ey
Evcers o e Bosd o 4 ot L
A AS Sant o o s el v il
b love ot hiturs with s inty Dputy Sherff Doz Ml
Molmtaj 2 8 prdfession. HE patiolled d Milieeblended
ins helping everyone | € patrofied
& man of faith and subs “,;c,“:,f“",'“fut Doug s fir und sy,
lived his Life according to l-? 0 didn't compromise is morals e
explain, ta S his religion. He alwsys made time
Xplainy taught by example and mentared fri el
i ever-prsei oz 1o caf rin, red friends and coworkers with
Doug cared forthe peaple s .
roses, and the larger n:‘n‘i}?{&\‘;uﬂmfcw' his famly, s garden
it mn“,f "; the San Francisco 49¢rs: ;.:3’(';,2?:“‘““"""“'“"»“ e
rerhaps Doug's patience sad caring i bt of
e loved: l)Dlxgspcmplmnycl:sppdLmngmsh«"ul i e
hiking i the ountais. Fis camers aid dogs, Sam and K
s usual partners. His vari sosime was o fook out at the nd
from a solitary vista and Tisten to the silence. Even &t home. Doz
i the Jard, He collected Loais Famcar bonks a5
cabin in Oregan.
h orking caring Depetywho liked
well. Homade the ultimate sicrifice
. To hamor the ife of!
Clars Cosy resamed Quk Keot penic
1as B. Mller Meinega ot

was &

people, liked d

¢ job an
\when he died in the Tine of daty

dedicated jndividisl, Santa
arcn at Lexington Reseryoir Doug







“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away”

(Rev 21:4)

J.R.R. Tolkien > Quotes > Quotable Quote

“Gandalf! I thought you were dead! But then I thought I was dead
myself. Is everything sad going to come untrue? What's happened
to the world?"

A great Shadow has departed," said Gandalf, and then he laughed
and the sound was like music, or like water in a parched land; and
as he listened the thought came to Sam that he had not heard
laughter, the pure sound of merriment, for days upon days
without count.”

— J.R.R. Tolkien, The Return of the King



Jesus himself said it;

Yet a little while and the world will see
me no more,

but you will see me.

Because | live, you also will live. -Jesus
(John 14:19)




People can and will be disturbed/bothered/angry/upset about Jesus.
They did succeed in killing him.

— let family and friends have their reactions to him

— some will come to believe (feverish boy’s dad and household, John 4)
— some will question/ridicule (Jesus’ own brothers! John 7)

— we Will feel close to some, farther from others

— allow Jesus to grow your belief in him so these rich dialogues within
your family will grow (eg: Mary and Martha to Jesus)






Do what God calls you to... even if others oppose it.

— Let Jesus be the controversial, convicting, disruptive
figure he was and is

— yet let his WAY of LOVE be your MODEL and GUIDE in
EVERYTHING.



A new command I giv‘er ';you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you

are my disciples, if you love one another.
- John 13:34-35 -
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Pray to God...others are listening




Choose to Believe... and see God'’s glory!

DD NOT TELL YOU
' THAT IFYOU BELIEVE,

~ YOU WILL SEE THE

GlORY OF GDD?




1. Which of these topics from John 11-17 are you

most interested in learning about?

Pick only 2 topics.(Multiple Choice)

Accountabilty (10/33) 30%
Betrayal (2/33) 6%
Church (3733) 8%
Discipleship and Spirttual Maturity (16/33) 48%
Eternal Life and Heaven (10/33) 30%
Fruitfulness (20/33) 61%
God the Father (4/33) 12%
Holy Spirt

2. Which of these topics from John 11-17 are you also

interested in loarning about?

Pick only 3 topics. (Multiple Choice)

Jatus (12433) 36%
Love (1383) 39%
Paace (8/33) 24%
Porsecution and Mate (7733) 21\>
Polsics (7733) 2‘\)
Prayer (1243) 3%
Serving and Obeying God (14233) 42%
Suffering and Grief am)ztD

(=
(V33) 27%

(12/33) 36%

U

Unity

(4/33) 12%
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