Shine: Light Up the Dark

Genesis 1:1-5 (NIV) — ! In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day.” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening. and
there was morning—the first day.

Truth 1: God wants me to so I can walk in the
light instead of walking in darkness.

John 8:12 (NIV) - 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

1 John 1:5-7 (NIV) — 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do
not live out the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

Ephesians 5:8-13 (NIV) - 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light ? (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) '° and find out what pleases the
Lord. I Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. "> Tt is shameful even to
mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 Byt everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and
everything that is illuminated becomes a light.

Psalm 119:105 (NIV) — 105 v qur word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
Truth 2: God wants me to light through
and the Light so people can turn from darkness to light.

Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV) — 14 <y oy are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 1> Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. '® In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.

Acts 13:44-48 (NIV) — 4 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.

45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was
saying and heaped abuse on him. *® Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word
of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the
Gentiles. ¥’ For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have made youa light for the Gentiles, that you
may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the
word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.

Acts 26:12-18 (NIV) — 1240y one of these journeys I was going t0 Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests. 13 A bout noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and 1 heard a voice
saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It s hard for you to kick against the goads.’
15«Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’* I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 15 “Now get
up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have
seen and will see of me. 171 will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to
them '®to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”




Truth 3: God wants me to the Light, who is Jesus Christ, so I can
come out of darkness.

2 Corinthians 4:4-6 (NLT) —  Satan. who is the god of this world. has blinded the minds of those who don't
believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message abows
the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. ° You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves.
We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. ®For God, who said,
“Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God
that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

John 12:46 (NIV) — *1 have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in
darkness. '

Colossians 1:12-14 (NIV) — " and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. * For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, "* in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Revelation 21:22-27 (NIV) — #I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple. > The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light.
and the Lamb is its lamp. ** The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor
into it. *> On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. %% The glory and honor of the
nations will be brought into it. ” Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful
or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Revelation 22:5 (NIV) — > There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the
sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.



