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What do you do 
When Life is On Hold?
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Summary
Of John 11:1-35
Main actors: Jesus, (Lazarus,) 
Mary, Martha, the Disciples
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When Life is On Hold

Bethany (v1, 7, 18)
The town where 
Lazarus, Mary and 
Martha lived, about 
two miles from 
Jerusalem, and 
Jesus’ base for his 
ministry in Judea

This Sickness will 
not End in Death 
(v4)
How can someone 
know this unless 
they have 
supernatural 
powers?

Jesus wept (v35)
Why did Jesus 
weep, and what 
kind of weeping 
was this?
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When Life is On Hold
Crucial questions that John 11:1-35 poses:

Why does God delay?
If God’s eventual purpose is the return of Christ, then why does God delay?

Why does Jesus keep them waiting?
Jesus waits two days before leaving for Mary, Martha & Lazarus
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this sickness will not end in death
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Jesus wept John 11:35

25



Jesus wept John 11:35

26



Jesus wept John 11:35

27



Jesus wept John 11:35

28



“
Jesus wept - John 11:35
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When Life is On Hold
Crucial questions that John 11:1-35 poses:
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Why does Jesus keep them waiting?
Jesus waits two days before leaving for Mary, Martha & Lazarus
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Why does Jesus keep 
them waiting?

v14  “... for your sake I am 
glad that I was not there, 
so that you may believe.”
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So that we 
may believe
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Why does God delay?

v4 for the glory of God
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For the Glory 
of God
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Why does God delay?
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When Life is On Hold
▪ So What?

God knows what he is doing
Jesus is 100% reliable
We can trust in the Words of Jesus
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We can trust 
in the Words 
of Jesus
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